2 PETER 1:3

... His divine power ... bestowed on us everything
necessary for life and godliness through the rich
knowledge of the one who called us by his own
glory and excellence. * Through these things he
has bestowed on us his precious and most mag-
nificent promises, so that by means of what was
promised you may become partakers of the divine
nature, after escaping the worldly corruption that
is produced by evil desire. ° For this very reason,
make every effort to add to your faith excellence,
to excellence, knowledge; ¢ to knowledge, self-
control; to self-control, perseverance; to persever-
ance, godliness; ” to godliness, brotherly affection;
to brotherly affection, unselfish love.

8 For if these things are really yours and are con-
tinually increasing, they will keep you from becom-
ing ineffective and unproductive in your pursuit of
knowing our Lord Jesus Christ more intimately.

“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to
rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can under-
stand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right
and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you
knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are
not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the
house about in a way that hurts abominably and
does not seem to make any sense. What on earth
is He up to? The explanation is that He is building
quite a different house from the one you thought of
- throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra
floor there, running up towers, making courtyards.
You thought you were being made into a decent little
cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to
come and live in it Himself.”

C.S. Lewis
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" In Christ we too have been claimed as God's own
possession, since we were predestined* according
to the one purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to the counsel of his will ? so that
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
would be to the praise of his glory. * And when
you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your
salvation) - when you believed in Christ — you were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit,
“who is the down payment of our inheritance,
until the redemption of God’s own possession, to
the praise of his glory.

v11) predestined

(fore-ordained,pre-determined, marked out
beforehand, pre-establishing boundaries)

Paul was writing to three distinct groupings of
people:

we

you

our

How did you come to faith?
crisis
a decision
over a long time



